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COST Mission and Policies
The global environment in which the EU operates is constantly evolving, both at local and global scale and
with multiple implications (ex: the last years of economic recession in Europe have resulted in an increasing
number of people with disabilities with the lack skills, proper training models and focused strategies for an
optimal learning strategies. In addition, this target group need to acquire basic and transversal competencies
to be integrated into the labour market. 15% of the world’s population are facing some form of disability
according to the latest World Report on Disability increasing the challenges of the effects of current and
future unemployment and wage penalties due to discrimination towards these target groups). In addition and
analysing Europe data, specifically, the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020: A Renewed Commitment to
a Barrier-Free Europe communication, it was possible to understand the frailties of this population.
Furthermore it says that: “one in six people in the European Union (EU) has a disability that ranges from mild
to severe making around 80 million who are often prevented from taking part fully in society and the
economy because of environmental and attitudinal barriers. For people with disabilities the rate of poverty is
70% higher than the average partly due to limited access to employment” (EC, 2010). Given this multiple,
changeable and fragile context, it is urgent to study Europe’s cultural and social disability, and to understand
its origins in order to be able to act positively, aiming at two fundamental areas:

(1) on the one side, helping at reversing inequalities since the integration of people with disabilities means
creating more inclusive societies;

(2) economic recovery and inclusive and sustainable long-term growth with focus on co-creation for growth
and inclusion (if mechanisms for integrating people with disabilities s in the labour market are developed, this
will mean less expenses and further economic growth, in line with the principle of inclusiveness).

CatchME4inclusiveSOCIETY is a proposal that totally fits (1) Europe's policies towards our changing world,
aiming at promoting more inclusive, innovative and reflective societies, and (2) in line with the principles and
rules. Furthermore, this proposal intends to influence future policies in its area of study and action.

In fact, the proposed action is consistent with the principles and rules of COST, both in its balanced
composition and in its aims. It will bring together people from various "pockets of excellence" operating in
diverse locations in Europe, allowing thus for an extensive geographical coverage, very important since we
know that people with disabilities have different profiles across the multiple European countries (10
Inclusiveness Target countries; 1 Cost International Partner and 3 Business Enterprises).

Also, it will give an opportunity for researchers from some COST member countries, that sometimes have
less access to knowledge infrastructures, funding and resource distribution, to get more intensively involved
in COST activities, also encouraging their internationalization.

Gender balance (45,0°/ Males and 55,0% Females) has equally been considered, as well as the advantages
of connecting senior researchers with early career investigators, thus counterbalancing long term experience
with innovation in an international community (5 Early Career investigators in a total of 28 proposers) sharing
equal aims and enthusiasm.

The involvement of the business sector (3) is also a plus since it will provide a fundamental point of view
concerning the issues that will be debated. This sector will pay an important active role guiding the
population with disabilities first steps in their social integration.

The international cooperation planned for this COST Action, counting on both academics and people from
the business, research, NGO and industry areas, with gender and age diversity will constitute a fertile ground
that will encourage and enable new ideas and proposals to grow, enhancing excellence.

Besides regular reports, the team also intends to produce a final document, with an assessment of the
Action, the undertaken actions, as well as its achievements and conclusions. This document will aim at
providing suggestions concerning European intergovernmental policies on the issues considered,
encouraging their implementation in order to contribute to innovation, inclusiveness and excellence across
Europe.

 



Network of Proposers - Features

COST Inclusiveness target countries
  60.00 %

Number of Proposers
20

Geographic Distribution of Proposers

Country ITC/ non ITC/ other Number of institutions
from that country

Number of researchers
from that country

Percentage of the
proposing network

Croatia ITC 1 1   5 %

Cyprus ITC 1 1   5 %

Estonia ITC 1 1   5 %

Germany non ITC 1 1   5 %

Greece non ITC 1 1   5 %

Italy non ITC 1 1   5 %

Lithuania ITC 1 1   5 %

Mexico other 1 1   5 %

Netherlands non ITC 1 1   5 %

Poland ITC 2 2   10 %

Portugal ITC 7 9   45 %

Gender Distribution of Proposers
45.0% Males
55.0% Females 

Average Number of years elapsed since PhD graduation of Proposers with a doctoral degree
18.3

Number of Early Career Investigators
5

Core Expertise of Proposers: Distribution by Sub-Field of Science
25.0% Media and communications
  15.0% Educational sciences
  10.0% Economics and business
  10.0% Electrical engineering, electronic engineering, Information engineering
  10.0% Languages and literature
  30% Other
   

Institutional distribution of Network of Proposers

85.0% Higher Education & Associated Organisations
15.0% Business enterprise  

Higher Education & Associated Organisations:17

  Number by Field of Science of Department/Faculty of Affiliation



  Computer and Information Sciences:3
  Languages and literature:2
  Educational sciences:2
  Interdisciplinary:4
  Other humanities:1
  Electrical engineering, electronic engineering, Information engineering:1
  Economics and business:1
  Philosophy, Ethics and Religion:1
  Media and communications:1
  Biological sciences:1
  Number by Type
  Education Oriented:9
  Research Oriented:8
  Number by Ownership
  Fully or mostly public:14
  Fully or mostly private:3

Business enterprise:3

  Number by Market sector of unit of affiliation
  Information And Communication:3
  Number by Type
  Private enterprises:3
  Number by Ownership and International Status
  Independent Enterprise:3
  Number by Size
  SME (EU Definition provided underneath after selection):3

COST Country Institutions(10) : Croatia  , Cyprus  , Estonia  , Germany  , Greece  , Italy  , Lithuania  ,
Netherlands  , Poland  , Portugal 
Near-Neighbour Country Institutions(0)
COST International Partners(1) : Mexico
European Commission and EU Agencies(0)
European RTD Organisations(0)
International Organisations(0)



Network of Proposers - Details

Main Proposer's Details

Title: Prof Gender: F

First Name: Maria Year of birth: 15/01/1965

Last Name: Potes Barbas Years from PhD: 15

Email: mariapbarbas@gmail.com Telephone Number: +351917570614

Institution: Higher School of Education
(Santarém)

Address of the
Institution:

complexo andaluz, apartado 141, 2000 santarem santarem, Portugal

Type of Institution: Higher Education
& Associated
Organisations

Sub-field of Science
of Department:

Computer and Information Sciences Core Area of
Expertise:

Media and
communications
(Media and
communications,
social aspects of
information
science and
surveillance,
socio-cultural
communication )



Secondary Proposers’ Details
Croatia

Prof Andrina Granic (University of Split, Faculty of Science)
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: andrina.granic@pmfst.hr
Telephone: +38521619222
Core Expertise: Electrical engineering, electronic engineering, Information engineering: Human
computer interaction and interface, visualization and natural language processing
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 16

Cyprus
Prof George Papadopoulos (University of Cyprus)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: george@cs.ucy.ac.cy
Telephone: +35722892693
Core Expertise: Computer and Information Sciences: Software Engineering, Internet
Technologies
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 29

Estonia
Dr Sonia Sousa (Tallinn University)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: sonia.sousa@tlu.ee
Telephone: +372 53921116
Core Expertise: Educational sciences: Distance education
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 12

Germany
Prof Wolfgang Mueller (University of Education Weingarten)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: mueller@md-phw.de
Telephone: +497515018545
Core Expertise: Electrical engineering, electronic engineering, Information engineering: Human
computer interaction and interface, visualization and natural language processing
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 19

Greece
Prof Vasileios Fanaras (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens [Faculty of Social

Theology])
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: fanarasb@hotmail.com
Telephone: +302310238410
Core Expertise: Philosophy, Ethics and Religion: Theology and religious studies
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 19

Italy
Mr Pierpaolo De Luca (Promedia2000)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: p.deluca@promedia2000.it
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Telephone: +393930741360
Core Expertise: Media and communications: Media and communications, social aspects of
information science and surveillance, socio-cultural communication 
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 0

Lithuania
Dr Egle Celiesiene (Lithuanian College of Democracy)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: Egle.Celiesiene@gmail.com
Telephone: +37065541414
Core Expertise: Educational sciences: Databases, data mining, data curation, computational
modelling
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 7

Mexico
Mr David Soasti (Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: dsoasti@gmail.com
Telephone: +5218112733770
Core Expertise: Other humanities: Science, Tecnology and Society
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 0

Netherlands
Dr Piet Kommers (University of Twente)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: kommers@edte.utwente.nl
Telephone: +31534336717
Core Expertise: Media and communications: Media and communications, social aspects of
information science and surveillance, socio-cultural communication 
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 27

Poland
Prof Eugenia Smyrnova-Trybulska (University of Silesia in Katowice)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: esmyrnova@us.edu.pl
Telephone: +48338546135
Core Expertise: Educational sciences: Education: training, pedagogy, didactics
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 21

Dr Renata Stefańska-Klar (University of Silesia in Katowice [Faculty of Ethnology and
Educational Sciences in Cieszyn])

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: renata.stefanska-klar@wp.pl
Telephone: +48731967014
Core Expertise: Psychology: Educational and Clinical 
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 33

Portugal
Prof Isabel Barros Dias (Universidade Aberta)

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: Isabel.Dias@uab.pt
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Telephone: +351243322961
Core Expertise: Languages and literature: Literary theory and comparative literature, literary
styles
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 17

Prof Isabel Falé (Universidade Aberta)
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: imsfale@gmail.com
Telephone: +351965544577
Core Expertise: Languages and literature: Linguistics: formal, cognitive, functional and
computational linguistics
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 11

Ms Elsa Casimiro (VIATECLA, SA)
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: elsacmcasimiro@gmail.com
Telephone: +351917891304
Core Expertise: Media and communications: Databases, data mining, data curation,
computational modelling
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 0

Prof José António Porfírio (Universidade Aberta)
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: jose.porfirio@uab.pt
Telephone: +915676359
Core Expertise: Economics and business: Strategy and management
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 13

Prof Pedro Isaias (International Association for Development of the Information Society - IADIS
[ISRLab (Information Society Research Laboratory)])

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: isaias@iadis.org
Telephone: +351213151373
Core Expertise: Economics and business: Management Information Systems
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 16

Dr Madalena Martins (Instituto de Tecnologia Química e Biológica António Xavier -
Universidade NOVA de Lisboa (ITQB NOVA) - Instituto de Tecnologia Química e Biológica António
Xavier (ITQB NOVA))

Participating as Secondary Proposer
E-mail: madalena.martins@itqb.unl.pt
Telephone: +351214469250
Core Expertise: Basic medicine: Genomics, comparative genomics, functional genomics
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 15

Prof Paula Pinto (Instituto Politécnico de Santarem)
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: paula.pinto@esa.ipsantarem.pt
Telephone: +351214469653
Core Expertise: Biological sciences: Nutrition
Gender: F
Years from PhD: 23
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Mr Ricardo Raminhos (VIATECLA [R&D - Innovation Labs])
Participating as Secondary Proposer

E-mail: raminhos.ricardo@gmail.com
Telephone: +351918422686
Core Expertise: Media and communications: Databases, data mining, data curation,
computational modelling
Gender: M
Years from PhD: 0
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