R,{g

ATHENA MAGAZINE

ATHENA MAGAZINE, MONTHLY REVIEW OF CURRENT AFFAIRS.
Publication of the International Studies Association, Athens.
1986-1987

Editorial Board: Dimitris Constas, Vice Rector of the Pantios School of Political
Science, Athens; Theodore Couloumbis, Professor of International Relations,
University of Thesssaloniki; Paschalis Kitromilides, Associate Professor of Political
Science, University of Athens; Christos Rozakis, Professor of International Relations,
Pantios School of Political Science; Thanos Veremis, Associate Professor of History,
University of Athens...






.#,,

ATHENA

Review ot Current Affairs

No 4 MAY 1986

THIS MONTH

Letter from the Editor ... 111
The Month That Was ... 112
LOHEIS ..o cnicvsisssnnrassssscssrissssississsssssssbsssssssssisssiisssssesss 112
INAEX 142
INTERNATIONAL:

Britain: Dies IRAe

Canada: Travelling South . ... L 114
China: A wind of change B | |
Cyprus: In the tunnel SOOI |
Europe: What has become of détente? .. ... 112
Europe: The socialistsinpower .0 141
France: Easierbydecrees . ... ... ... .. e b1
France: Cultural interaction ey 139

Greece: A new contest ahead
ltaly: Craxi's progress ...
Mediterranean: Dire Straits

Pakistan: Return of a Young Lady 114
US: Relations with Greece EONDUE NI - |11
USSR: Gorbachov and East Germany ... ... 113
ECONOMY:

The hiddencrisis ... ... 127
HISTORY/IDEAS:

The Battle of Crete . ... T N -
A post-colonial honeymoon - R 130
Islam is political . e 134
CULTURAL LIFE:

The Onassis Prizes ... 133
The Plaka in Athens 3 A 128
Fashion in antiquity .. . 132
2000 years of the Greeknovel ... ... .. 136
A crime in 1500 B.C. s 0
Books s 1Oy 199

ditor: Costas Galanopoulos
|/ Editorial Board: Dimitris Analis; Haris Bousbourellis; Dimitris
[ Constas, Vice-Rector, Pantios School of Political Science, Athens;

| Theodore Codloumbis, Professor of International Relations, Univ. of

Thessaloniki; Paschalis Kitromilides, Assoc. Professor of Political
Science, Univ. of Athens; Alexandros Kotzias; Peter Mavroyalis;
Christos Rozakis, Professor of International Relations, Pantios
School of Political Science, Athens; Thanos Veremis, Assoc.
Professor of History, Univ. of Athens.

1 English Translations and Editing: Geoffrey Cox, John Solman.

Layout: Stelios Coutrias
Phototypesetting: SET, E. Antoniou Co.
Printing: D. Craniou — D. Tsatsanifos Co
Photo Research: Thymios Tsiknis
ureece.
Flesichosbaimilo:  ovmnm ol il it Haacomcpn s
Published in Athens, Greece by International Studies Association

Postal Address: 24 Dimitriou Soutsou,
115 21 Athens, Greece. Tel.: 6464.835

Looking East

t may be true or it may not. But one has a feeling that

the centre of the world is moving rapidly away from

Europe - even from the Americas — and 1s being set
more and more firmly somewhere in the East.

Athena, a publication of international appeal but rooted
deeply in a country of the Old World, where we like to
think that positivist thought was born, has seen itself deal-
ing ever more frequently with things Asian and Far-East-
ern.

Surprisingly enough, the letters that we have received
from the hemisphere of the rising sun have been more
numerous than we had expected, and showed greater in-
terest in our little European affairs that we had thought it
possible to attract in those quarters.

UN statistics point out, in fact, that the Japanese are the
most avid readers on earth. The Chinese, too, apart from
their flair for writing — in their own particular, meaningful
way — are also catching up, with a tremendous increase in
the number of books printed, in newspapers (with the addi-
tion now of private ones) and in readership.

Apart from progress in learning and information, the
East has also style to offer, as well as new trends in culture
and the arts; it can also claim great feats in development
and ultra-modern technology.

Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou had a glim-
pse of Asian efforts and successes in his latest trip to China
and Thailand, dealt with elsewhere in this issue. What he
and his entourage noticed, however, was that this “mystic
East” no longer wishes to have secrets from our West. It
stands for greater co-operation and increased understand-
ing with us.

It is Athena’s view also that by looking more carefully to-
wards the Eastern side of our civilisation’s pendulum — as
well as by other means, of course — we may be able to reach
a sound reappraisal of their role in the world, and of ours;
and, possibly, redefine both our goals and our means, as
children of an ever-expanding humanity.

The Editor

dded on the last
o' as to make
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[S5 NEVER
TOO OLD

he healthy body which,

according to the ancient Greek

ideal, was the complement of a

healthy mind very definitely
included the hair, to the cleanliness and
dressing of which the Greeks of
antiquity devoted a great deal of
‘attention. Thus, hairdressing was
accounted an art — one closely linked
with that of medicine.

Many of today’s hairstyles, as can be
easily seen in ancient vases or statues,
date back to the 4th, even 6th, century
B.C. Ancient trends have survived
mostly in women but men seem to be
catching up, too.

The Minoans and Myceneans wore

A back view of a Caryatid on the Acropolis hill
6th century Athenian painter, on an Attic amphora. Note the typical long tresses and the beard

ANTIQUE FASHION

>

Archaeologists have named her “the
Kore with the pensive face” or “the Kore
with the almond eyes”. The triangular
forehead is framed with the fine
arrangement of wavy and flowing hair.
(Archaic Period)

(THE ACROPOLIS)

A 7/

(left). Poseidon, God of the Sea, by Amasis, a

their hair long: that of the men was
adorned with pins, jewellery and
coronals, while the women wore it in
coils about the head with curls at the
forehead and sides of the face.

From Homeric times down to the
Persian Wars long hair was a symbol of
dignity, heroism and freedom and was a
constant characteristic of gods and
heroes. :

After the Persian Wars new fashions
in hairdressing were introduced. At
Athens men ceased to wear their hair
long and this change in fashion was later
reinforced by Alexander the Great,
who regarded long hair as an

impediment in battle and imposed
“short back and sides” on his soldiers.
Long hair became the distinctive mark
of philosophers.

The hairstyling of Greek women
after the time of the Persian Wars can
be seen from many ancient works of art
which have survived, such as the
Caryatids. The hair fell to the
shoulders, bound rather low and
partings and braids were introduced.

What cannot be seen from the ancient
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he Alexander S. Onassis Found-
-ation prizes for 1986 were an-
nouriced” April 2 at a special
ceremony held in the Zappeio
Conference Centre and attended by the
ambassadors to Greece of France, Au-
stria and W. Germany. The awards went

‘mut Schmidt, the Salzburg Festival, the
European Community Youth Or-
chestra, the International Centre for the
Rehabilitiation of Victims of Torture
and the French News Agency.

statuary is the fact that both men and
women dyed their hair — with a
preference for blond tints.

At festivals and symposia a garland
| was considered the most fitting
headgear.

When St Paul wrote that the hair was
awoman’s crowning glory, he was, in
fact, reflecting a cultural attitute of the
Greeks and played his part in passing
this on to the Western world.

IRENE KAMP

Dr Helmut Schmidt received the
“Athenai” prize, awarded to those who
contribute to bringing closer together the
peoples of the world and to respect for
human dignity. As the award commit-
tee’s decision put it, Dr Schmidt’s politi-
cal career has been marked by a dedica-
tion to the protection of human rights
and human dignity and by a constant and
real concern for peace, expressed in an
awareness of the importance of East-
West dialogue and particularly in an ef-
fective contribution to the initiative for
negotiations on arms limitation and dis-
armament through the discussions held
in Geneva and Helsinki.

Dr Schmidt said in his speech of accep-

The Onassis
Prizes

to former W. German Chancellor Hel-

Herbert von Karajan: He will pick the prize for music in Athens in June.

Helmut Schmidt, the ex-Chancellor of the
Federal Republic of Germany.

tance that “I am, naturally, very grateful
for the honour you have done me, par-
ticularly since in the past the prize has
been awarded to personalities such as
former Speaker Simone Weill of the
European Parliament and South African
Bishop Desmond Tutu. In accepting the
award I am fully aware of my duty to con-
tinue to work with all my strength for
peace between all the nations of the
world”.

The prizes will be presented June 3 by
Greek President Christos Sartzetakis.
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Missing

everal links are missing in most plans that have
been proposed for the solution of chronic problems
in the Eastern Mediterranean.

In the case of Cyprus, for example, the draft for an agree-

ment presented by UN Secretary General Xavier Perez de -

Cuéllar somehow left out the presence of thousands of Tur-
kish troops that have remained in North Cyprus since the in-
vasion of 1974.

A Soviet initiative which satisfied many Cypriots and
Greeks in mid-July called for the “internationalisation” of
the Cyprus question; but some still wondered what good
there would be if what becomes international first is not the
solution but the problem.

An American denunciation last month of Turkish Prime
Minister Turgut Ozal’s visit to north Cyprus was also wel-
comed in Greece; but how about the insistence from many
sides that Cyprus should accept the Perez de Cuéllar plan as
it was—or else nothing could be done?

Lastly, even the Secretary General himself was absent for
some time from the peace efforts: his heart, overladen with
such worries, demanded urgent repair in a New York hospi-
tal on the 24th.

But missing, most of all, are still more than 1,600 Cypriots
and Greeks, of whom no death report, no prisoner account
and no trace whatever have been offered for 12 years. They
number nearly as many as the missing POWs of the Vietnam
War on whom Hanoi is now providing information to the
United States. '

It has been said that those missing from Cyprus are being
held “somewhere in Anatolia” and that they may serve as -
Turkey’s final card at an eventual peace poker game. It has -

also been theorized that they were all executed after transter
toSouth Turkey. v

As the Cyprus question nears another crucial stage, wzth
talks between President Spyros Kyprianou and Turkish -
Cypriot Rauf Denktash scheduled for September in New
York, another, less cruel theory of the fate of those mlssmg IS
urgentlysought.

TheEdltor '

All articles express the views of their authors, and not necessarily

those of Athena magazine. They are available for republlcatnon i

their source is cited. . ;

e ATHENA magazine welcomes readers comments, suggestions or con-
tributions.

e LETTERS to ATHENA magazine will be publlshed if they are of general in-
terest or refer to articles of previous issues. .

e An INDEX of all references in the magazine has been added on the last
page and ‘WI“ be permanently revised in every issue, so as to make
ATHENA magazine more usefulto its readers.

For subscriptions to Athena, please see last page.

e
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Akroterion from a pediment of the temple of Asclepios at Epidaurus. A woman with a fine body and
elaborate draperies seated on a horse, 380 B.C.

LIFE IN ANCIENT TIMES

What they wore
and how

he history of clothing begins with

the fig leaf in the Garden of Eden.

but it has come a long way since.

Archaeologists and other
specialists do not fully agree on the prim-
ary reasons that caused man to cover his
body.

Some believe that clothing was intro-
duced mainly to protect man against
weather conditions. Others insist the
main reason was the human beings’ need
to become more attractive in order to ap-
peal to the opposite sex, or to look repul-
sive in order to scare off enemies and in-
spire fear. Another belief is that man,
motivated by his innate feeling of shame,
wanted to hide parts of hisbody.

Whatever the origin or reason that led
man to conceal his body, all these factors
played their part in the development and
styles of clothing throughout the ages.

Ancient attire, for instance, was some-
thing to cover the body with. The various
accessories were added to improve the ap-
pearance.

Even in Ancient Greece women and
men used many accessories in an attempt
to look more attractive and to appeal to
the opposite sex.

The ancient garment, for example, was
not made in the shape of the body but con-
sisted of a rectangular piece of cloth, em-
bracing .the body loosely to allow free
movement and comfort. Sometimes,
however, belts and buckles were used ora
few stitches were made.

This tunic or drapery was also used as a
“himation” (an overcoat). Men did not
wear underclothes. But women knew very
well the use of the “strofion” (the modern
braorbrassiere).

The standard type of tunic left the
shoulders bare and the right side of the
body completely free.

The “himation”, an ordinary garment
made of wool, was wrapped around the
body quite simply with no other decora-
tion or finery, resembling those worn by
the philosophersin their statues.

Children wore short tunics without a
belt. This allowed them to move and play
more freely. Spartan children after the
age of 12, wore the himation instead of the
tunic. It was large enough to cover the en-
tire body.

The Greek women’s garment was basi-
cally the same as the one worn by the men,
unisex-style, but various decorations and
a different arrangement gave it a more
coquettish air.

The simplest female garment, called
the peplon, was the one worn by the Spar-
tan girls. [t was considered a shocking and
outrageous attire. The peplon was a veil
made of wool, tightly fitted and held to-
gether by only one buckle on each shoul-
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“Nike uniacing her sandal”. The graceful movement shows the rich and refined draperies of her chi-

ton and himation. This exguisite figure from the parapet of the Temple of Nike expresses the new
trends of Attic sculpture at the close of the 5th century B.C.

der. [t was so revealing and shortin length
that at the slightest movement most of the
right side of the body was naked to the
eye.

Plutarch called the Spartan girls and
young women “phenomerides” (those
who expose their thighs”.

Nevertheless, the women in ancient
Crete, just like the Spartan women, wore
short garments (the mini).

Many women pulled the cloth over
their breasts and allowed it to fall loosely,
forming creases over the bosom which the
ancient Greeks called “Kolpon”.

Cretan women also wore loose gar-
ments, but, only from the waist down.
They were “topless” from the waist up.
Another style was the same garment held
at the shoulders with buckles, leaving the
bosom bare. Wide belts with exquisite de-
signsdecorated the attire.

The bathing suit was also very popular
in Ancient Crete.

Even though women continued to

weave and make their own clothes, cer-
tain tailors achieved great fame.
Moreover Chios, Miletos and Cyprus ex-
ported embroidered clothing.

The materials used in Ancient Greece
were linen, wool and satin. The finest and
the oldest linen material in the world, dat-
ing back to prehistoric times, was disco-
vered at Lefkanti, Euboea and is on
exhibit today in the museum of Eretreia.
The finest linen today cannot compete
with the perfectionin this work of art.

The finest satin in the ancient world was
that made on the island of Kos — a colony
of the Cretans (the Minoans).

Women and men who followed the
styles used many ornaments — necklaces,
diadems, earrings, arm bracelets, rings
around their legs, ankletsand soon.

They also applied a variety of perfumes
as well as cosmetics — cold-creams, day-
creams, eye-shadow, blushes and lipstick.

Necessary accessories were the fan, the
umbrella and the hat — very useful objects

4]

* women’s footwear. Their sandals were

A 280 B.C. statue of the goddes Themis (Jus-
tice), found in the temple at Rhamnous, near
Athens. She wears a tunic and a himation.
Women of the upper class wore a very loose hi-
mation covering their tunics entirely.

in a country with such a warm and sunny
climate as Greece.

The umbrella (skiathion) shown in
many reliefs and vases of the Sth century
B.C. is the very image of the modern um-
brella.

Very large hats with a rainbow of col-
ours and feathers were worn in Ancient
Crete. Small round hats similar to today’s
berets were in style aswell.

There was considerable variety in

more elegant than those worn by the men.
Even in ancient Greece women wanted to
look taller. Bottoms were placed on their
sandals resembling the platform shoes
wornin the 1970’s.

They were made at the cobbler’s and
consisted of only one sole, made of
leather, wood or cork, held together by
straps, tied around the ankle and the toes.

The word sandal (sandalen) comes
from ancient Crete. It is a pre-Hellenic
word used in most languages all over the
world.

Boots were also very popular in An-
cient Crete. The Cretan women preferred
the high-heeled boots.

The stylish coquettes, including the
men of antiquity, used all these
techniques to improve their appearance,
to become more beautiful and to express
the superiority of their social position and
their exquisite taste.

IRENE KAMP
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Peace or Freedom?

ith the world now split into at least two big
alliances —plus affiliations— varying, if not
opposing passwords have had to be found
foreach.
Rooted in the immediate post-war years and well into
the decade of the fifties, the slogan for the East came to
be Peace; the West chose Freedom.

These verbal banners, it was implied, were to be
waved in the opponent’s face to remind him of the vir-
tues he did not possess, and which the waver thought he
enjoyed orreally strove for.

From grass-roots movements and parliamentary
backbenchers in Europe and America —now even in
Asia— to the strained pomp of disarmament talks in
Geneva and Vienna, or the summit exchanges over a
scarred world, the two slogans, with all their setbacks
and shortcomings, have left their mark on the past few
decades; and although they have been the instruments
in wordloads of propaganda, too, they have occasion-
ally helped some people broaden their conceptual hori-
zons.

We, at Athena, tend to like both messages; instead of
opposing the two aims, we think it would be approp-
riate to have peace and freedom together.

Besides, one cannot really exist without the other.
This, too, was one of the messages from the Mexico
Summit in August of the Initiative of the Six — Greece,
Sweden, Mexico, Argentina, India and Tanzania (page
264), which has already met with very positive response
from both President Reagan and General Secretary
Gorbachov.

After the era of antitheses, isn't this, perhaps, a time
forsynthesis?

The Editor
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CHRONICLE OF RECENT EVENTS .~ ’ :

relief by Greek tourist agents and
businessmen.

This has come late, but not too late.
“Here we aren’t feeling the crisis as much
as they are in other islands and in the
cities”, a hotelier in Patmos, the island
where St John wrote Revelations, told us.

“But next year there is every indication
that there won't be a single vacancy™.

The luxury hotels —institutions of Con-
stitution Square in Athens— have already
begun their campaign. The new Ar-
gonauts from the US are already arriving
at Ellinikon airport, to follow the avenue
round the foot of the Acropolis to reach
them, having cancelled their cancella-
tions. The sun also rises—and shinesin the
Mediterranean until well into November.

Next year things will be better. In the
meantime, most of those in the catering
business will have to make do with the
faithful and fearless Europeans. Several
thousand Scandinavian girls bask in the
sun on the beaches of Rhodes, Italians
look for signs of their own tradition on the
lonian island of Corfu (according to La
Stampa, 300,000 young Italians, aged bet-
ween 19 and 30, have chosen Greece for
their vacations), while the French seem to
prefer the Peloponnese, where Geoffroy
de Villehardouin, a Frank, set up his prin-
cipality back in the days of the crusades.

In all, nearly eight million, many more
than last year, will visit Greece in 1986. If
thatis not a victory for Greek tourismina
time of crisis, it is at least an Apollo-sent
SUCCESS.

MEETINGS

Women
teach women

¥ omen from all over the world
met in Greece this summer, on
the island of Spetses, to deal
with the myth of women’s in-

feriority.

The Aegean archipelago was the home
of the first women'’s university in the an-
cient world. The school was established
and run on the island of Lesbos by the an-
cient Greek poetess and ‘first feminist’,
Sappho, so that women taught other
women on topics that were important to
them within the ancient society in which
theylived.

[t was roughly in this spirit that the
Mediterranean Women’s Studies Insti-
tute held its first Women’s Studies Prog-
ramme in Greece.

Research studies were presented by
representatives of 27 countries, work-

for women".

shops were conducted and films were
shown and analysed. The interdiscipli-
nary approach included anthropology,
economics, history, sociology, literature,
cinema, politics and psychology.

“Some believe the Greek women'’s
movement will go away if the Socialist
Governement is no longer in power. In
the United States, we don’t have such a
political identification”, said Karen
Noble, from Simmons College, a
women’s university in Boston, Mas-
sachussets. She added: “You have access
to the media in Greece in a way that we do
not in the United States. Women should
take advantage of this”.

Speaking on power, Kathleen Barry, a
professor at Brandeis University, told
Athena: “You don’t need more women in
power, you need more power for women.
Women in power will not always-produce
power for women - as the example of
Margaret Thatcher very clearly de-
monstrates”.

As a Greek professor and member of
the Women’s Studies Institute put it, “we
want power to and not power over.
Women should avoid imitating the male
models of power”.

Margaret Papandreou, the American-
born wife of the Greek Prime Minister
and President of the Greek Women’s
Union, told Athena:

“The concept of equality between the
sexes is in itself revolutionary. What we
have now is an unfinished revolution. To
complete this process we must search for

Maria Roussou, Cyprus (left) and Kathleen Barfy, U.S.A.: “Not more women in power, more power

new directions and appropriate strategies.
It seems we must enter the political
arena’.

Joan Rothschild, author and professor
at Lowell University told Athena: “To get
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
passed in the U.S. would put women into
the constitution. To do this we need to get
more women elected into public office.

“The ERA is proposed to Congress every
year and it gets killed. Obviously the U.S.
is not ready to give full citizenship to
women yet. For a country that considers
itself the most advanced in the world, it is
amazing that the men feel so weak that
they are incapable of giving women full
rights of citizenship™.

The Deputy Director of the Interna-
tional Research and Training Institute for
the Advancement of Women (IN-
STRAW), Patel Chrishna, from the
Dominican Republic, reminded Athena
of the roots of dialectic: “We must learn,
through discussion and dialogue. We
must search and re-search like Socrates
and Plato”. Infact, Socrates and Plato, his
own disciple, learned much from women.
The beautiful Diotima, who ran some sort
of ‘'school’ for the Athens élite and for the
inquisitive girls of the 4th century B.C..
had a lengthy conversation with Socrates
- and this celebrated dialogue, centring
on “Eros” (love) and on “Beauty™ is pre-
served in the works of Plato, as a classic
exhange in the field of relations between
man and woman, two human beings.
throughout the centuries.
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. LETTER FROM THE EDITOR >

Scared New World

odern technology is very much sought after by
most nations, but it does not encourage bold-
ness, fearlessness, impulsive behaviour.

Rather, like deepest human nature in Shakespeare’s
Hamlet, it “does make cowards of us all”. It pushes people
toward an inincessant quest for security — even if that is
looked for in more tecbno]ogy

It is not foreign to man’s nature, indeed, that the security
of one has come to be thought of as attainable only through
the development of the ability to destroy another. It took
men thousands of year, including 20 centuries of post-Jesus
technology, to start to realise the precariousness of the
equation security = destructive power!

In fact, the turning point seems to have come with the
developments of nuclear consciousness: once destruction
became a potentially planetary affair, security, too, could
no longer be just a regional consideration.

This, perhaps, was what President Reagan had in mind
when he said on December 29 that 1986 had been a good
year overall. Crises, scandals, even wars, could still be
local; not security. And as Reagan had already had two
“positive” meetings with General Secretary Gorbachov
(himself busy with his own crises, as well) and was heading
for a third this year, he thought his time had not been
wasted.

Greece will be linking many of the peace efforts between
the superpowers this year. Prime Minister Andreas Papan-
dreou is expected to welcome Gorbachov in Athens in the
spring and he will probably then fly to Washington for a top
US meeting.

His own efforts for peace will gain momentum, in the
meantime, through the Initiative of Six, which is already
closely monitoring the détente and disarmament process in
New York, Geneva, Vienna and Helsinki.

After all, 1987 may turn out to be at least as good as 1986
was.

The Editor

All articles express the views of their authors, and not necessarily

those of Athena magazine. They are available for republication, if

their source is cited.

e ATHENA magazine welcomes readers’ comments, suggestions or con-
tributions.

e LETTERS to ATHENA magazine will be published if they are of general in-
terest or refer to articles of previous issues.

® An INDEX of all references in the magazine has-been added on the last
page and will be permanently revised in every issue, so as to make
ATHENA magazine more useful to itsreaders.

For subscriptions to Athena, please see last page.
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Inspired by the Hellenistic period, this creation shows the skill bequeathed to our craftsmen by their artistic heritage. (Lalaounis Collection).

JEWELLERY

BEAIg;l‘DIFUL
SHINING

he ancient Greeks used their pre-

cious metals in a manner showing

that any material, however pre-

clous, was subordinate in the ar-
tist’s mind to the design and workmanship
that gave it life and grace.

The Greek goldsmith gave jewellery
technical perfection and delicate shapes.
He gave more life to gold. Evidence that
the goldsmith’s craft was practised in
Greece from the earliest times is abun-
dant.

The finds from ancient Troy, Mycenae
and Tiryns unearthed by Schliemann, the
Cypriot finds, those in Crete (Cnossus), in
Vergina and in Dion are distinctive for the
geometrical forms they use (waves, rip-
ples, spiral shapes or lines). The favourite
themes for the designs were fruit or flow-

24
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Rhomboidal gold sheet from Mycenae.

ersor the more graceful animal forms.

The greatest variety of design is
perhaps exhibited in the wealth of ear-
rings extant, although so many must have
been destroyed orlost.

In the classical period we have an artis-
tic peak where every form, shape and style
attains perfection. The same is true for the
Hellenistic period. Byzantine art, how-
ever. created a new rhythm of shapes and
used contrasting colours. Then it was that
the art of enamelling was invented. No
other period has been able to emulate the
perfection achieved then. It would take
many volumes to describe only the types
and general categories of the work of this
period.

The ancient Greeks attributed so much
importance to what we call jewellery that
their word for *world” was ‘cosmos’; cos-
mos signifies ornament and ‘cosmema’

This beautiful work of art is from Vergina - 4th century BC.

means jewelleryin Greek.

Excavations in Greece have brought to
light many remarkable chains, necklaces,
brooches, earings, buckles, anklets,
bracelets and diadems, revealing the deli-
cate and refined skill of the Greek
goldsmith as well as the progress and good
taste of the ancient Greeks.

The National Archaeological Museum
in Athens possesses some exquisite speci-
mens of this craft ranging over all the
periods. A benefactor endowed it with a
collection of the most rare and remarka-
ble examples. The exhibition contains
every conceivable kind of precious orna-
ment, testifying to the unique skill and
sensitivity of the Greek goldsmith.

The rhomboidal gold sheet (diadem),
discovered on the Acropolis of Mycenae,
most likely crowned the head of a young
woman buried in a grave dating from the
16th century BC.

The silver brooch, 16th century BC, is
also an example of the skill of the Greek
goldsmith. It is a female head in gold,
perhaps a goddess, with two floral sym-
bols superimposed. The brooch was dis-
covered at Mycenae.

The finds from the cemetery of En-
komi, near Salamis, in Cyprus are rich in
all forms of jewellery, but especially in
pins, rings and diadems with patterns in
relief representing the later Minoan
periods. In its geometric patterns the art

of Enkomiisentirely Mycenaean.

The cemeteries of Cyprus have yielded
a rich harvest of jewellery with the
Graeco-Phoenician style of the 7th and
subsequent centuries BC.

Revival of the Ancient Artor
Greek Jewellery Today

The goldsmith's art has not been forgot-
tenin Greece.

Today- Greek jewellery is reckoned
among the finest in the world. The mod-
ern revival of the ancient Greek tradition
in goldwork and jewellery is a phenome-
non not just of local significance but of
wider importance. Greece has become
the focal point for the creation of modern
jewellery. Greek jewellery has gained
such recognition and appreciation, world-
wide, that it is to be found from Paris to
Tokyo and from Hong Kong to New
York.

Inspiration has been drawn from an-
cient Greek tradition and the spectrum
hasbroadened over the years.

Being real works of art, these creations
have an timeless quality and remain al-
waysin fashion.

The fruits of the archaeologists” labours
have introduced our generation to works
ofartof breathtaking beauty which stimu-
late the imagination.

IRENE KAMP
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CHRONICLE OF RECENT EVENTS -

relief by Greek tourist agents and
businessmen.

This has come late, but not too late.
“Here we aren’t feeling the crisis as much
as they are in other islands and in the
cities”, a hotelier in Patmos, the island
where St John wrote Revelations, told us.

“But next year there is every indication
that there won’t be a single vacancy™.

The luxury hotels —institutions of Con-
stitution Square in Athens— have already
begun their campaign. The new Ar-
gonauts from the US are already arriving
at Ellinikon airport. to follow the avenue
round the foot of the Acropolis to reach
them. having cancelled their cancella-
tions. The sun also rises—and shinesin the
Mediterranean until well into November.

Next year things will be better. In the
meantime. most of those in the catering
business will have to make do with the
faithful and fearless Europeans. Several
thousand Scandinavian girls bask in the
sun on the beaches of Rhodes. Italians
look for signs of their own tradition on the
Tonian island of Corfu (according to La
Stampa, 300,000 voung Italians. aged bet-
ween 19 and 30, have chosen Greece for
their vacations), while the French seem to
prefer the Peloponnese, where Geoffroy
de Villehardouin. a Frank, set up his prin-
cipality back in the days of the crusades.

In all, nearly eight million, many more
than last year, will visit Greece in 1986. If
that is not a victory for Greek tourismin a
time of crisis, it is at least an Apollo-sent
success.

MEETINGS

Women
teach women

¥ omen from all over the world
met in Greece this summer, on
the island of Spetses, to deal
with the myth of women’s in-

feriority.

The Aegean archipelago was the home
of the first women's university in the an-
cient world. The school was established
and run on the island of Lesbos by the an-
cient Greek poetess and ‘first feminist’,
Sappho. so that women taught other
women on topics that were important to
them within the ancient society in which
they lived.

It was roughly in this spirit that the
Mediterranean Women'’s Studies Insti-
tute held its first Women’s Studies Prog-
ramme in Greece.

Research studies were presented by
representatives of 27 countries, work-

&

for women”.

shops were conducted and films were
shown and analysed. The interdiscipli-
nary approach included anthropology.
economics. history, sociology. literature.
cinema. politics and psychology.

“Some believe the Greek women’s
movement will go away if the Socialist
Governement is no longer in power. In
the United States, we don’t have such a
political identification™, said Karen
Noble. from Simmons College, a
women’s university in Boston, Mas-
sachussets. She added: “You have access
to the media in Greece in a way that we do
not in the United States. Women should
take advantage of this”.

Speaking on power, Kathleen Barry, a
professor at Brandeis University. told
Athena: *You don’t need more women in
power, you need more power for women.
Women in power will not always produce
power for women — as the example of
Margaret Thatcher very clearly de-
monstrates”.

As a Greek professor and member of
the Women's Studies Institute put it, “we
want power to and not power over.
Women should avoid imitating the male
models of power™.

Margaret Papandreou. the American-
born wife of the Greek Prime Minister
and President of the Greek Women’s
Union, told Athena:

“The concept of equality between the
sexes is in itself revolutionary. What we
have now is an unfinished revolution. To
complete this process we must search for

‘ahakH'okuyssod.k Cyprus (left) and Kathleen Barfy. U.S.A.: "Not more womén in boer. more power'

new directions and appropriate strategies.
It seems we must enter the political
arena’.

Joan Rothschild. author and professor
at Lowell University told Athena: “To get
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
passed in the U.S. would put women into
the constitution. To do this we need to get
more women elected into public office.

“The ERA is proposed to Congress every
year and it gets Killed. Obviously the U.S.
is not ready to give full citizenship to
women vet. For a country that considers
itself the most advanced in the world, it is
amazing that the men feel so weak that
they are incapable of giving women full
rights of citizenship™.

The Deputy Director of the Interna-
tional Research and Training Institute for
the Advancement of Women (IN-
STRAW). Patel Chrishna, from the
Dominican Republic. reminded Athena
of the roots of dialectic: “We must learn.
through discussion and dialogue. We
must search and re-search like Socrates
and Plato™. Infact. Socrates and Plato. his
own disciple. learned much from women.
The beautiful Diotima. who ran some sort
of 'school’ for the Athens élite and for the
inquisitive girls of the 4th century B.C..
had a lengthy conversation with Socrates
- and this celebrated dialogue, centring
on “Eros” (love) and on “Beauty™ is pre-
served in the works of Plato. as a classic
exhange in the field of relations between
man and woman, two human beings,
throughout the centuries.

258

ATHENA SEPTEMBER 1986




