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PREFACE

Georg Anders, President of eass

The 6™ eass conference in Rome, 27-31 May 2009, brought into focus
..Sports, Bodies and Identities. Questions such as ,,Who am I?* or ,,Where do
Ibelong to?* or ,,What will I be? or ,,What should I be?* are probably eternal

- questions of mankind.

Our bodies are sources of concern. The body is an object of appearance man-
agement and self-improvement. We are judged on the basis of bodily appearances
and performances. Body exercising offers a solution to health problems.

Sport means one of the most important, expressive and socially relevant rep-
resentations of body. Sport as a cultural field is a complex web of sites, products
and practices, producers and consumers, focused on the exercising body.

It is used as an instrument and as a strategy for producing both individual
and collective identities, sense and belonging. Processes of building personality

top sport level are connected with success, public attention, appreciation,
ige, flow experience.

But there exists the risk of loss of identity and psychic break down as well
if the sport looses its function as a producer of identity, for example, when top
athletes resign. We know about the problems of transition and biographical dis-

ons at the end of a career.

it only individuals are concerned in the question ,,Who am I?* and ,,Who
[ be?* but nations as well. Nations make use of Football World Champion-
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ships to demonstrate and to communicate the image of what they would be, that
is: self- confident nations but combined with openness, tolerance, brightness
and hospitality.

Collective identities give the individual a sense of belonging, of orientation,
of integration. On the other side, the individual embodies the orientations of the
community in its feeling, thinking and acting, thus stabilizing and perpetuating
the collective identity. Exactly this kind of collective identity and identity build-
ing was reflected in the behaviour and the symbols of the fans of the clubs
which took part in the final of the Champions League in Rome that coincided
with the start of the conference. The respective codes of collective identity de-
fine the persons” inclusion or exclusion. The participants of the conference had
insofar the chance to realize the relevance and significance of the conference
theme. And perhaps some of those present at the conference were themselves
adherents of the code of one of the clubs involved.

Since the eighties of the last century we have discussed the ,,revival of the
body“ and the ,revaluation of the body*“ in society. This ,,body-turn* evoked
multi-faceted theoretical and empirical research in the field of the sociology
of the body. And the sociology of sport discovered the body as a central cate-
gory, too.

The conference brought together approaches from historical, cultural, so-
cial, socio-psychological and political studies as well as from economic and
media studies. It offered an excellent opportunity to be informed about latest
scientific results and developments on an international level. The 6™ conference
in the ,,Eternal City” continued the series of successful eass conferences and
attracted participants from 28 countries.

On behalf of the eass I thank Prof. Dr. Wojciech J. Cynarski, Prof. Dr.
Kazimierz Obodynski and Prof. Dr. Nicola Porro for publishing a selection of
papers presented in Rome. The papers mirror a great variety of topics. Compos-
ing the book was a huge work. I am sure it was worth while. The publication
will contribute to exchange research results and to promote fruitful discussions.

bl

Prof. Dr. Georg Anders

President of the European Association
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Prof. Dr. Wojciech J. Cynarski, Head of the Humanistic
Sciences Department in the PhE Faculty at the
University of Rzeszow, participant of all eass
conferences, sociologist and specialist of sports
humanistic, president of the IMACSSS - International
Martial Arts and Combat Sports Scientific Society.
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Prof. Dr. Nicola Porro, President of the European
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