
“LES HELLENES” THROUGH THE EYES OF WOMEN TRAVELERS OF 

THE  SEVENTEENTH, EIGHTEENTH AND NINETEENTH CENTURIES  

“The ancient name of Greece was Hellas” (Emma Pitman 1835).

“The Greeks have still some of the noble blood which flowed in
the veins of their ancestors” (Louise Demont 1821).

“If every Turkish Pasha possessed an Aspasia […] the

Greeks were fully justified in making woman the

personification of all the virtues which constitute national

happiness” (Celine 1849)

Presentation on YouTube, 26/11/2021: https://youtu.be/1p19Px3Nb6w
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“Les Hellenes” 
(Dorad’ Istria, Lettre11, 

published 1855)

•

“Hellas” (Haight, 1840)

Sarah Rogers Haight 
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Portrait of Dora d’Istria (1863) 
Duchess Helena Koltsova-Les 

Massalskaya), Elena Ghica

“Letters from the Old World by 
a Lady of New York”

http://www.librarycompany.org/women/portraits/images/Ports/Large_Ports/haight_lg.jpg


“Women have their own peculiar way of

judging history: that which men term
heroism, we frequently regard in the light
of mere barbarity” (Celine 1849, vol. I: 53 in

Kamberidou2002,2012).
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Presentation on YouTube, 26/11/2021: 

https://youtu.be/1p19Px3Nb6w

https://youtu.be/1p19Px3Nb6w


"Les Hellenes"

(Dora d’ Istria, 1855, Lettre 11)

Portrait of Dora 
d’Istria (1863) 

"THE HELLENES" 
(Fanny Janet Blunt, 1878 vol. 1)
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II.   PHILHELLENISM

“The Greek Slave” 
(Felicia Skene, 1843)



• Kamberidou, Irene (forthcoming). The Children’s Harem: the Multiethnic synthesis of the Ottoman

household. Publication of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens-NKUA press

https://en.uoa.gr/about_us/mission_policies_and_publications/nkua_press/

• Kamberidou, Irene, Interacting, sharing and bonding: ‘notes of personal experience’ by nineteenth-century

women travelers. Gender, Place & Culture A Journal of Feminist Geography. Taylor & Francis, 23/3 (2016),

381-397, in https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0966369X.2015.1013451

• Kamberidou, Irene, Gender, Volunteerism and Military Hospitals: War Nurses, Educators and

Philanthropists of the Nineteenth-Century. The 14th ERGOMAS Conference: Military and Society: New

Models for New Challenges, Working Group “Gender and the Military” 26-30/06/2017, p. 98-99. Athens:

European Research Group on Military and Society (Ergomas), Hellenic Army Academy,

2017. http://www.tinyurl.com/zf5jfkr

• Kamberidou, Irene, The Multiethnic Slavery Institution through the Eyes of Western Women and 'the real

position of women in the religious system of Islam'. Media, Religion and Gender in Europe (1). Barcelona:

Blanquerna Observatory on Media, Religion and Culture. Faculta de Comunicatio i Relacions Internacionals

Blanquerna, Universitat Ramon, Llull 2015b, p. 53-79, in media_religion_and_gender_in_europe_2015.pdf

• Kamberidou, Irene, The East in the Eyes of Western Women Travellers of the 18th and 19th Centuries:

Solidarity and Understanding the East. Proceedings of the International Conference ‘The East in the Eyes of

the West’. Kuwait University, Faculty of Arts, 2015, 285-311, in kuwait_university_proceedings_2015.pdf

• Καμπερίδου, Ειρήνη, Επιτέλους αναπνέω ελεύθερη! Γυναικείες Μαρτυρίες - Γυναίκες θαμμένες ζωντανές στον

θεσμό της διαφθοράς και της ίντριγκας. Αθήνα: Εκδόσεις Τελέθριον, 2014.

• Καμπερίδου, Ειρήνη, Η Πολυεθνική Δουλεία του Οθωμανικού Χαρεμιού (2 τόμοι): Η θέση της γυναίκας στο

Οθωμανικό Χαρέμι κατά την Επιτόπια Παρατήρηση Ξένων Περιηγητριών του 18ου και του 19ου αιώνα (Α’). Η

θέση της γυναίκας στο Ισλάμ (Β’). Διδακτορική Διατριβή, Αθήνα: Πάντειο Παν/μιο, Τμήμα Κοινωνιολογίας,

2002.

SAMPLE PUBLICATIONS
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