éAu_thor Alan Paton—
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~dies of

‘HANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA (AP) - Author
Alan Paton, best known for his vivid depiction of black
suffering under apartheid in the novel “Cry, The
Belovgegd Country,” died Tuesday of throat cancer. He
was 85.

Paton, South Africa’s most renowned writer and for
yeta:t's;3 a Elaéln;% vvoicethagainst apartheid, died at his
es outside the southeastern port city of Durban, his
wife, Anne, said. port ity

“He went peacefully, happy to have been in his own
bed,” Mrs. Paton said.

Paton was hospitalized last week -and doctors atte-
‘mpted to implant a tube through a tumor in his
esophagus 80 he would be able to swallow food.

The operation was unsuccessful and a more extensive
operation was ruled out by doctors -at St. Augustine’s
Hospital in Durban. Paton was released from the
hospital Monday to spend his final hours at home, his
wife said. .

Paton’s first novel, “Cry, The Beloved Country,” often
is cited as the most compelling story of the heartbreak of
South Africa’s apartheid system of racial segregation. It
has sold 15 million copies in 20 languages and was made
into a musical.

The novel, published in 1948, tells the story of a Zulu
priest in search of his son, who is being sought by police

for the murder of a white man.
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