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"Evo evahhoxtixd padnpo Opnoxev-
XY, Tov B Torpaxoiovbodv oot/
£¢ ATTOANLOOOVTOL YLl «AOYOLG GUL-
veldnong» amd 1o OpnoxsvTikd pa-
Onuo, emeldn €xel xatd TAsLOVOTNTO
OpbddoEo XpLotiovixd mepLeyOUevo,
QOLVETAL VO ELOGYETOL OTO EAAMVL-
%0 oyoAeto. Xty Evpwmy, oc TOAAG
CLOTNUOTO UE OUOAOYLOXT] Bpnoxey-
wx Exmaidevon, vmdpyer Mon. Xe
XOATIOLEG YWPES OEY LTLAPYEL, OLOTL
Opnoxevtin Exmaidevon xat to éva
Lébnuar TOL TPOCEPEPETUL GTO TYO0-
Agto dev apopd ulow Bpnoxeio, oAA&
TOAMEG M Yevixa T Bponoxeio xan TLg
XOOUOOYTLANYELG.

Xty EAA&Sa v ovulitnom dpyt-
OE UETA TNV TEOCPATY ATTOQPUOM
Tov 2vpBovAiov 1ng Emxpateiog,
1478/2022 - Axbpwon »xowvng vTTovLE-
TG améeoons, xob’ o pépog ue
ovty pvbutiletor N amaAAoYn TwY
poOnTov/pabntolwy amd to pabnua
TV OpnoxevTixwy, OLOTL TELY oo
™V €xd0oon g dev TnENinxe, wg ov-
oLONG TUTOC, N TTOPOYY] YVWUNG TNG
Apyng Hpootaoiog Asdopévwy [Ipo-
oWTILXOV XAQOXTNOO.

IToto Oa sivar to wAaioto yia
T0 GAAO pabnpo OpnoxsuTin®y;

Méyot onuepa n EAAnvixn Ilo-
Attelor Oev €)YEL TTPOYWENOEL 0T OL-
oPLOPPWOY] ToL, OAA& oL €LdLxol, oL
ototoL Yo To pnébnua Twy Opnoxev-

An alternative Religious Education
(RE), to be attended by those
who are exempted for 'reasons
of consciousness" from Religious
Education, because it has primarily
Orthodox Christian content, seems to
be introduced in the Greek school. In
Europe, in many educational systems
with confessional RE it already
exists. In some countries, it does not
exist, because RE in schools does not
concern one religion, but many, or
generally religion and worldviews.
In Greece, the debate began with the
recent decision of the Council of State
1478/2022 — Annulment of a joint
ministerial decision, in part according
to the exemption of students from RE
which is regulated, because before its
issuance, the provision of the opinion
of the Personal Data Protection
Authority, was not observed.

What will be the context for the
‘other’ RE?

Until today, the State in Greece has
not proceeded with its formation. The
RE experts, however, who come from
various scientific fields (education,
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TIXWDY  TTPOEPYOVTOL OO  OLApopo
emotuovixd medio (exmoaidevong,
Beoroyiog, Puyoroyiog, xovwvioro-
Yiog, voptxng x.4.), opilovy 6Tt éva
oMo pabnuo OpnoxsvTix®y  avo-
YXOOTIXE VLot OAOLG TOULG «AAAOLG>
Do Tpémet va Stopop@wbetl, obppwva
ue 6o optlovtal omd to dtebvég o
eLEWTIXSO TTAXLOLO AAAG XOoL aTtd TO
ebvno, OTwe oe OAeg TLG YWPES, O
OUYXEXQLUEVOL:

o) v Owxovpevixy] ALoxfpvEn
Ty Awotwpdtowy Ttov  AvbpwTov,
omov oto &pbpor 2 xar 18 avorypd-
(PETOL UE COUPTVELO TO OLXALWUO OTN
Opnoxevtixn eAevbepio, xow TOPAA-
AAa oto Gpbpo 26, TToL aPoPd aTNY
EXTIOLOEVOY, TIPOTACOETAL Y] OAO-
TTAELPY] OWVATTTUEY] TNG TTPOCWTILXOTY]-
Tog Tov avbpwTov péoo o TAaiaLo
XOTAVONONG, OVEXTIXOTNTOG, OEfa-
ool xot @LAlag, avapeoo oc OAX
Toe €0vn xaL o OAeg TG QUAEG o
TLg Opnoxevtinég opddeg. Xto (dto
apbpo Toviletor OTL v OTOLYELWING
exToldEVON EIVOL LUTTOYPEWTIXN %O
eTUTAEOY OTL OL YOvelg €YOLV, XUTA
TPOTEPALOTNTA, TO OLXALWUO VOL ETTL-
Aéyovy To €ld0g Tng Ttondeiog Tov Ho
dobel ota TondLé Toug,

B) v Evpwraixy Zoupoon Ai-
XOLOUATWY Tov  AvfpwTov, 6mov
oty o Tapaypo@o Tov apbpov
9  ovopEpETOL YOPOXTNELOTIXA OTL
xabe atopo OwxowodTar eievbepia
™G OXEPTG, TNG OLVELINOYG XAl TWY
exdnAwoewy Opnoxeiog N memoLHN-
OEWY, TIOL EEWTEPIXEVOVTAL UEULOVW-
KLEVa, GLAANOYLXA, XoT LOloy, HETW
™M Aatpelag, ™G TodeElag XaL TG
aoxnong BpnoxevTinwy xobnxdéVTLY
%Ol TEAETOLOYLWY,

theology, psychology, sociology, law,
etc.), define that the ‘other’ RE for
all the "others" students should be
developed according to what is
defined by the international and
European framework but also to the
national one, as in all countries:

a) the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, where the right to
religious freedom is clearly stated
in articles 2 and 18; at the same
time in article 26, which concerns
education, the all-round development
of the human personality within
a framework of understanding,
tolerance, respect and friendship
among all nations and all races and
religious groups, is emphasized.
In the same article it is highlighted
that education is compulsory and
furthermore that parents have, as a
matter of priority, the right to choose
the type of education that will be
given to their children.

b) the European Convention on
Human Rights, where in the first
paragraph of article 9 it typically
states that every person is entitled to
freedom of thought, conscience, and
the manifestations of religion or belief,
expressed individually, collectively,
privately, through worship, teaching
and practice of religious duties and
rituals,
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v) Tto Xovrtoypo g EAAGSoc,
Tov  avapépetal oty Exmaidevon
X0l TOY OXOTO TG, O OTOLOG Elvot M
ovamTuEY g BpnoxevTinng ovveidn-
ong (Gpbp. 16),

d) tov N. 1566, 0 omoiog ovoupé-
petol oty amopofiootn eAevbepio
g Bpnoxevtixng ovveldnong otov
Yevixd oxomd g Exmaidevorng,

£) Tig amopdoels touv Evpwro-
txo0 Awxaotnoiov AxotwpdTwy Tov
AvBpodyTov xaL edtxd TNY amoHPOoT
[Moamoayewpylov xat GAAWY x0T TG
EAMnvixne Auconoodvng oxetixd pe
™MV amoAAoyn] xor To pébnuo twv
OpnoxevTX®Y,

0T) TS OTOPEOELS TOL XULp-
BovAiov tnc Emuxpateiog 1749 xow
1750/2020 oyetxd pe to tOTE VEX
[Mpoypappato XEmovdwy Twv Opr-
OXEVTLXWY, T OTtolor xPLOMMoY ovTL-
CUYTOYLOTLXY,

0O ta Metafotixd Mpoypdppoto
Yrovdwy (II1X) tov pabfpatog Twy
Opnoxevtixoy (2020) xow TIC ®mo-
(PAOELG-TTPOTACELS  TNG  ETULTPOTING
EUTIELDOYVOULOVWY OYETIXA UE TOL [LE-
TofBotixnd [IX xo Ty amodhoy oo
T0 pabnuo Twv OPNoxsLTLXWY,

7n) To Véo Yewxd TAoiolo TG
Exnaidevong xaw ta véo IIX Opn-
oxeLuTXWY Yo ™ [lpwTtofdbuto xo
Asvtepofdabpta Exmaidevoy, mov
onuootednray oc ®EK to 2021 xou
avabewpodvtat-optoTixomoLovyTOL
KETA TNV TLAOTLXY] TOLG EQOPUOYY] TO
2022 xou

0) ™ Xvotaon 12(2008) Tov
YvupovAiov g Evpwnng mouv el-
oL OEOMELTIXY] YL TYY EAANVLXN
[ToArteior xot apopd otnv LTOYEE-

c¢) the Constitution of Greece,
which refers to Education and its
purpose, which is the development of
religious consciousness (article 16),

d) Law 1566, and the aims of
the Greek education which refer to
the inviolable freedom of religious
consciousness,

e) the decisions of the European
Court of Human Rights and especially
the decision of Papageorgiou and
others against Greece regarding the
exemption from the RE,

f) the decisions of the Council of
State 1749 and 1750/2020 regarding
the then-new RE curricula, which
were deemed unconstitutional,

g) the Transitional Curriculum
of the Religious Studies course
(2020) and the decisions-proposals
of the expert committee regarding
the transitional Curricula and the
exemption from the Religious Studies
course,

h) the new general framework
of Education and the new Religious
Studies Curricula for Primary and
Secondary Education that were
published in the Official Gazette in
2021 and are being revised-finalized
after their pilot implementation in
2022 and

i) Recommendation 12(2008) of
the Council of Europe which isbinding
for the Greek State and concerns the
compulsory teaching of religions
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wTxn OtdaoxoAion Twy Opnoxeldy
X0l XOOUOOVTIANPEWY OTO OYOALlo,
oMG& xow Tov O3ny6 tov ToAEéSo Tov
YvuppovAiov g Evpwmne-Toledo
Guiding Principles on Teaching
about Religions and Beliefs in Public
Schools.

[iveton oopég 6t T0 A0 LébN-
unoe Opnoxevtixwy dev elvor pio V-
%x0AY] vT6OeoY, aPoL aopd GAovg/
ec 6ool/eg amaAldooovTaL-eEaLpov-
VTl 0Tt TO LTOYPEWTIXO Uabnuo
Oprnoxevtixyy, elte oyetilovral pe
xamota Oponoxelor M Oy, elte eivor
motol M Oy, elte elvon dbeot, ayvw-
OTXLOTEG, OAANOOpnoxOoL, OoAAGSOEOL
%.ATT.

AvTé, 6pwe, oL glvor ToPES oTtd
T TOPOATTAV® VAL OTL TO GAAO PO~
Onua Opnoxevtixdy TEETEL Vo €l-
vo LoOTLRO pabnua Ue TOo xovovixo
nébnuor OPNoxELTIXWY, LTTOYPEWTL-
%0 XOL OVTO, XOL VO TO TTPOOPEPEL 1|
[MoAtteia, 6Ttwe To pnabnuo Twv Opn-
OXEVTIXWY OO TO OTOLO YL «AO-
Youg ovveidnomng» (nteiton eEaipe-
on. Ko ptAépe yrao eEalpeom, oupod
TOLOL [LE TO VEO AANO XL EVOANAXTLXO
paOnro dev Oor vLTEPEYEL aTAANXYY
YeEVLXA omtd Tow OPNOXEVLTIXA, OTTAG
6oot/eg ekatpovvtor o TopoxoAov-
Oovy Srapopetind BpnoxevTind %o
oL xé&molo aAho pabnuo M pébnuo
OLJETEPO XL U] LOOTLLO, OTTWG Elvort
1 HOwn 1 n Kowvwvroroyio tng Opn-
oxelog %x.&. Tétolov eldovg pobnua-
TOL TTPOOYEPOVYTOL OE YWEES OTTOL TO
pébnua Twv OpnoxevTix®y eEAVTAEL
TNV ORLOAOYLOXY] TTPOCPOPA SLOUTHO-
Aog oe xé&be OpnoxevTinn xovdTnTo
EeywpLota xoL O600l/eg ATTOREVOLY
mopaxohovbody HOwn. Avtég ei-
VoL XVPLWG YWPEES LE TTPOTECTOVTILXN

and worldviews at school, but also
the Toledo Guide of the Council of
Europe -Toledo Guiding Principles
on Teaching about Religions and
Beliefs in Public Schools.

It becomes clear that the other/
alternative RE is not an easy task,
since it concerns all those who are
exempted from the compulsory
Greek RE, whether they are related
to a religion or not, whether they
are believers or not, whether they
are atheists, agnostics, non-religious,
heterodoxes (people from other
confessions), etc.

However, what is clear from the
above is that the other/alternative
RE should be an equal curriculum
subject with the Greek RE; it should
also be offered by the State, just like
the Greek RE, from which some
students ask for an exception for
"reasons of consciousness". And we
are talking about an exception since
these students will follow another
RE and not some other neutral
and non-religious subject, such as
Ethics or the Sociology of Religion,
etc. Such subjects are offered in
countries where the RE fully uses the
confessional offer of teaching in each
religious community separately and
those who exempted attend Ethics.
These are mainly countries with a
Protestant background and a multi-
confessional RE organized by the
religious communities and the State
(eg Germany, Austria, Finland, etc.)
or Catholic countries with an optional
RE (eg Italy).
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LoTople, TTOAVOUOAOYLOXO  pabnuo
0L TO SLoPYavKYoLy ot HBpnoxevtt-
xéc nowotnreg (m.y. Ieppovio, Av-
otpio, Owiavdio x.4.), | Kabolxéc
YWPES PE TPOALEETIXG PéOnuo (..
N ItaAio). Etny EAAGSo to  pédy-
poe Ty OPNOAELTIXWY XL TTPOPOVKIG
T0 GAAO paOnpo Opnoxevtixwy Ho
omoteAel evbdvn g HloAtteiog.

Yty EAAGSo o Opnoxevtixég
XOLVOTNTEG, AN XOL OL XOLVOTNTEG
abewv M @AWY un BpnoxevTixdy
ovTLANPewy dev €xovy evbBYN TP
wovo yiow T StaVAEN Tov dbYUO-
T0¢ Tovg, va U Biyovton dnAad amd
T0 pabnua twv Opnoxevtixwy. Mo
ovtd M Opnoxevtixn Exmoaidevon
oty EAAGSo amotedel mopddetypo
oto medlo, ov akilel vo peietndel

In Greece, the RE is and
obviously, the new ‘other’ RE will be
under the responsibility of the State.
In Greece, the religious communities,
but also the communities of atheists
or of other non-religious views,
have no responsibility except for the
preservation of their doctrine or their
beliefs that is, not to be distorted in
any way in the RE. For that reason,
the Greek RE is a paradigm in the

TEPOUTEQ. RE field that deserves further study.
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