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Democratic Citizenship Education through Religious
Education*

O oYY POVOG xOOPOG ATTOLTEL VO oevoryVmi-
oovpe og PBabog Tg 1 Bpnoxela, oG %o
oL xoopobewpleg emnEedlovy Tig amoPeLs
X0l TLG ETUAOYES Ty ovbpwTwy o) (w1,
xS ®oL TG SLOPOPPLVOLY TN GTAOT
TOUG UTEEVOLVTL GTYY TIOALTELOTNTA, GTNY LOL-
OTTar Tov TOALTY. O pOAog Twy Bpmnoxet-
WY VO YVWOTOG RO TEXUNELWUEVOS OTTO
ToALdpLOpeg épevveg (Conroy, Wenell, &
Lundie, 2013, oo. 117-140; Ostberg, 2013;
Kjelden, 2016), o omoieg avadetxviovy Gt
Lo TOLUG OVHPWTIOLG TO AVOLYLOL TTPOG TOLG
aAovg xan 1 BponoxeuTinn ToLthopop@io
elvor vPioTNg oNpociag, Wote vor Lovy poll
X0 VO EVEQYOVY GUVELINTE, WG UEAY] ULOG
dnuoxpotixng xovwviog. H Exmoidevon
xou M Oprnoxevtini Exnaidevon (OE) pmro-
E0VY Vo GUUBAAOLY GTYY AVATTTUEN ULOG
OULVELONTVG OYEDNS LE TOV TOGO OLOPOPE-
TG O, TOVTOYPOVA, KOO UOG XOGUO
(Heater, 2004, oo. 240-6, Koukounaras
Liagkis, 2013). ®uotxd, dev eivor duvatd
OAoL oL ToTtoL exTtoldevaNg Vo evBoppvouy
TN CUUUETOYN TWY LAONTWV/TELWY OTN ON-
LOXQATLXY] EXTIOLOEVLOY, 1] OTTOLOL TTROYWEE
TEPXL ATtO TN SLOXOKROALL TNG ONUOXPOTLXNG
LOLOTNTOG TOL TTOALTY, OTY] OLOANCKUALL KO
expadnon g dnpoxpatiog 6To TAXLGLO
TOL TPOYPALILATOS GTTOLAWY TOL OYOAELOL
(Biesta & Lawy, 2006; Dewey, [1916] 2002).
Ov avbpwmLoTixég omoLdES, LEALaTO, OTO

The modern world demands that we
recognize in depth how religion as well
as worldviews influence people’s views
and choices in life, as well as how they
shape their attitude towards citizenship.
The role of religions is well known
and documented by numerous studies
(Conroy, Wenell, & Lundie, 2013, pp.
117-140; Ostberg, 2013; Kjelden, 2016),
which show that openness to others and
religious diversity for people is paramount
to living together and acting consciously,
as members of a democratic society.
Education and Religious Education (RE)
can contribute to the development of a
conscious relationship with our so different
and, at the same time, common world
(Heater, 2004, pp- 240-6, Koukounaras
Liagkis, 2013). Of course, not all types
of education can encourage students to
participate in democratic education, which
goes beyond the teaching of democratic
citizenship, to the teaching and learning of
democracy within the school curriculum
(Biesta & Lawy, 2006; Dewey, [1916]
2002). In fact, humanities in the school
curriculum can develop young people’s
skills, such as critical thinking, global
citizenship and imaginative understanding
(Nussbaum, 2006), when of course they
encourage dialogue.

*  To onuetlwpa avtd otnpileton oe oyetinn evétnTor Tov TEOoYEaUUatog Erasmus+ KA2, Step Up-DC
(https://training.stepup-de.eu/courses/STCS135/) / * This note is based on a relevant section of the
Erasmus + KA2 program, Step Up-DC (https://training.stepup-dc.eu/courses/STCS135/)
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TAXLGLO TOL GYOALXOD TIROYOSUUOTOS OTTOL-
36V, UTTOPOVY VoL aVaTTTOEOLY TLG LXOVOTY-
TEG TWVY VEWY avbpTwy, 6Ttwe TNy XELTLxy
OXEPM, TNY TTOYXOOULO TTOMLTELOTYTO. KO
™V evEdvTooTn xotowvonorn (Nussbaum,
2006), Gtoy BéRoor awTég evBoPEBYOLY TOV
JLahoYo.

H expabnon tov drordyov pe
ovBpwToLE TWY OTTolWY oL akieg
OLoLPEPOLY OTTO TLG OLXEG TOLG KoL
0 oeBaopdg ToVG ElVOL HEVTOLXNG
ONUOGLOG YLoL TN ONUOXEOTLXY] OL-
OOLXOOLOL XOL OLTTOLOOLLTYTY] YLOL TV
TPOCTAGLO XOL TNV EVIOYLON TNG
onuoxpatiog xot Ty Tpowbnon
LOG XOLATOVPOG ovHpwTivewy Ot-
xotwpétwy (Council of Europe,
2018, o. 11).

H OFE, wg éva avtixeipevo avbpwmiott-
%WV OTTOLSWY XOL OVATIOGTIOGTO [LEPOS TOV
TEOYPAUUATOG OTIOLIWY OTLG TTEPLOTOTEPES
yopeg (MpwtoPdbutor xow AsvutepoBdfpta
Exmaidevor), pmropel vor oupBéAer oty
OVATTTLEN OYOLXTOUVOAWY BEaewy, SLddoxo-
vtog Opnoxeieg xaw xoopobewpieg oo Ot-
apopeTixég omtxég Ywvieg (Jackson, 2014;
Heilbronn, 2021, oo. 27-30). O StéAoyoc pe
™ OLAPOPG/TLG BLOPOPEG KO [ULOL DLOAOYLXN
TPooéYyLon tng OF oe etepoyeveig TéEelg
ue Hpnoxevtinn ToLxtAopopPio, ATTOTEAODY
TO ETIXEVTPO TOL EPELVNTLXOD EVOLPE-
povtoc ytoo ™ OE oty Evpwnn (Skeie,
2009; Erricker, 2010, oo. 94-121; Norman
& Gallagher, 2011; Barnes, 2012; Weisse,
Amirpur, Kors, & Vieregge, 2014; Klutz,
2016; Yafa, 2016; Arweck, 2017; Schreiner,
2018; Ipgrave, Knauth, Kors, Vieregge, &
von der Lippe, 2018; Franken, 2017; 2021).
Avodeinvietal amd EQEVVES M AVAYXY YLOL
YvopLulo pe- xo oeBoopd YLo- TNV «ETE-
EOTNTOL, YLOL TOY SLAAOYO [LE TOUS GAAOLG,
xofdg xou Yo ot otov Bed oL o glvon
Oetinn pe Tov TAovpokiopo (Ipgrave, 2001;
2004; 2018; O’Grady & Jackson, 2020). H

Learning dialogue with
people whose values are different
from their own and respecting
them, is central to the democratic
process and essential to protecting
and strengthening democracy and
promoting a culture of human
rights (Council of Europe, 2018,
p- 10).

RE as an area within humanities
and an integral part of the curriculum in
most countries (Primary and Secondary
Education), can contribute to the
development of open-minded positions,
by teaching religions and worldviews
from different perspectives (Jackson, 2014;
Heilbronn, 2021, p. 27-30). Dialogue with
difference / differences and an interactive
approach of RE in heterogeneous classes
with religious diversity are the focus
of research interest in RE in Europe
(Skeie, 2009; Erricker, 2010, pp. 94-
121; Norman & Gallagher, 2011; Barnes,
2012; Weisse, Amirpur, Kors, & Vieregge,
2014; Klutz, 2016; Yafa, 2016; Arweck,
2017; Schreiner, 2018; Ipgrave, Knauth,
Kors, Vieregge, & von der Lippe, 2018;
Franken, 2017; 2021). Research highlights
the need for acquaintance with - and
respect for - “otherness”, for dialogue with
others, as well as for a faith in God that
is positive towards pluralism (Ipgrave,
2001; 2004; 2018; O’Grady & Jackson,
2020). The REDCo study highlighted that
“[most [young people] were convinced
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uerétn REDCo tévioe 1L «...0L TepLood-
Tepol [véor] Ntav memelopévol 4T o aefor-
ouog g Honoxetog Twv GAAwY elvor évag
TPOTTOG OVTLUETWTILOYG TWY SLOPOPWY >
(Valk, 2009, o. 425) oe pro téEn OF mov
TIOEYEL TOV «KOGPOAN XWDEO» YLow cLITNOY
tétoo Oépata (Leganger-Krogstad, 2003;
Conroy, Wenell, & Lundie, 2013, oo. 119-
124; Weisse, 2011).

'O\ tar Torpotéiven dev onuoivovy 6Tt
0TTOLOGONTTOTE TOTTOG/LOVTEAD OKE pmopel
vo ovuféAet otny Exmaldevon yro ) An-
poxportixy] Idtétnror Tou TloAity. Amowteliton
avorypa Tpog Ty etepdtTe. Now teptiayt-
Baver dnrad) N OF xou ) Stdaoxoiior tng
Opnoxeiog wg LoToPLXd X0 GVYYEOVO QaiL-
vouevo, xofwg xan xoouobewpieg xow un
OpnoxevTtinég TemoldnoeLs Tov emtnpedlovy
TLG {weC, TLG EUTIELPLEG XA TLG ATTOQPATELSG
Ty ovbpdmwy. H apepoindio sivor mpod-
o600 Lol TNV TTOEOLGLOGN TWV TTOPOTTA-
Y, 0V X0 TO LOVTEAO VOGS OUEPOANTITOL
%0l OLOETEPOL EXTTOULSEVTLXOV-0E0AGYOL
poaivetan évag adbvortog otéyog (Arthur,
Moulin-Stozek, Metcalfe, & Moller, 2019).

Yvotdaoelg Touv ZopfovAiov g Evpw-
1ng (CM/Rec (2008)12 xow 1720/2005),
%00 xow épya, 6mwe: 1) Toledo Guiding
Principles on Teaching about Religions and
Beliefs in Public Schools (OSCE, 2007), 2)
Signposts-Policy and practice for teaching
about religions and non-religious world
views in intercultural education (Jackson,
2014) (https://theewc.org/resources/
signposts/) xow Signposts teacher training
module-Teaching about religions and
non-religious world views in intercultural
education (https://theewc.org/resources/
signposts-teacher-training-module-teaching-
about-religions-and-non-religious-world-
views-in-intercultural-education/), mpo-
OPEPOLY ATPAAELS TPOTIOVE GTOVG EXTTOL-
J3EVTIXOVG YO OVTLULETWTLGOLY {NTHULATO
1oL oyetilovton pe ™ Bpnoxeio xow TG un

that respecting the religion of others is a
way of resolving differences” (Valk, 2009,
p- 425) in an RE class that provides a
“safe space” for discussion on such
issues (Leganger-Krogstad, 2003; Conroy,
Wenell, & Lundie, 2013, pp. 119-124;
Weisse, 2011).

All of the above do not mean that
any type / model of RE can contribute
to Education for Democratic Citizenship.
Openness to otherness is required. That
is, for RE to include both the teaching
of religion as a historical and modern
phenomenon, as well as worldviews
and non-religious beliefs that affect
people’s lives, experiences and decisions.
Impartiality is a prerequisite for the
presentation of the above, although
the model of an impartial and neutral
educator-theologian seems an impossible
goal (Arthur, Moulin-Stozek, Metcalfe, &
Moller, 2019).

Recommendations of the Council
of Europe (CM / Rec (2008) 12 and
1720/2005), as well as projects, such as:
1) Toledo Guiding Principles on Teaching
about Religions and Beliefs in Public
Schools (OSCE, 2007), 2) Signposts-
Policy and practice for teaching about
religions and non-religious world views
in intercultural education (Jackson, 2014)
(https://theewc.org/resources/signposts/)
and Signposts teacher training module-
Teaching about religions and non-religious
world views in intercultural education
(https://theewc.org/resources/signposts-
teacher-training-module-teaching-about-
religions-and-non-religious-world-views-
in-intercultural-education/) offer safe
ways for teachers to address issues that
are related to religion and non-religious
worldviews in the context of RE.
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Bonoxevtinég xoopobewpicg ot0 TAALGLO
e OF.

2e oTO TO TTAXLOLO XLYOUVTOL XOL TO
apbpo wtod ToL TEvOLS Tov EAOE/GIRE.
H 8éom tov vTaPELOXWY EPWTNULATWY TOV
owvBpwTov oty Exmoaidevoyn ot Anpoxpa-
TN Id3tdtrta Tov TIoAlty oty OAavdio
amotelel to Opa Tov dpbpov tng Gerdien
Bertram-Troost. H ocAAorym Tov oxomod g
0pb6d0Eng OE ot OrAavdio amd evdvu-
vapwon g Bponoxeutinyg ToautdTTOS O
TANPOPOENoT Yo TN Bpnoxeia Twy TTot-
OLY ONUELDVETOL UE EPELVXL OTtO TOV Risto
Aikonen. Me Ti¢ SLamOALTLOWULXES DLOOTA-
oetg g OF o7to evpwmoaind xow eANVLxd
TALoLo ooyoAeiTon N EovOn AALTTOVEXKN
eved N Zogio NixoALdaxn peAetaet ™ dv-
VOTOTNTO. TTPOCEYYLOYG DPNOXEVTIXWY EV-
VOLWY €O OO TN PLAOCOPLOL [LE TTOLOLA
YNTLOYWYELOL.

270 TEVY0G ATO, OO, CLUBEAAOLY e
xelpevo-amoels yia ™ OE, ™ dtdoxtinm
g pebodoroyio o To BEpor Tng oohAoc-
Y1Mg oty EAA&S o, ko opovotdoetg-xpi-
oetg, o Xpnotog Ppadérog, Twavyns-Tw-
one oamaryewpymg, HoavteAre Koo tlidng,
Béow T'dyov, Atéatorog Mmtaprog, Nixog
TowpéBerog, Kwoatng Apuyrovéxng xow Ma-
ptog Kovxovvapog Agyxng.
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