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The Proem of the Odyssey “Goddess, tell us in our turn”
for barytone, dancing female chorus, clarinet, and harp
Thursday, 22" December, 2-3 pm, Atrium of Deanery, School of Philosophy,

National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 3™ floor

The Titanis Mnémosyné, daughter of Kronos and Gaia, mother of the Muses by Zeus,
the auburn goddess who vanishes in the depths of history, ages before the invention of
writing, undertakes to deliver with the aid of memory the oral history. Without
memory there are no arts; without memory there is no dialogue, judgement,
reasoning, forecast, and prevention; without memory no rules and activities of the
universe are shared, or of the cycle of life, or the knowledge of how we are meant to

exist in this world.

The Titanis inspires the poet to narrate stories of the past and myths of the
community, deeds of heroes, interventions of gods, within a dreamy, poetic nebula;
she inspires him to set his word to music, to turn it into song, in order to instruct the
girls-today, mothers-tomorrow of the new generation, so that the values of tradition be

saved in the ark of memory.

Lines 1-10 of the Homeric Odyssey were set to music by Stelios Psaroudakés, who
also undertakes the role of the bard. The orchéstris Andriana Papanikolaou embodies
Mnémosyné€, who guides with her song and dance the footsteps of the maidens of the
chorus, and animates them. The goal is achieved: the spirited words are inculcated in
the chorus of the women, who, being the basic carriers of tradition and memory, pass

in turn their knowledge to their offspring. The job of Mné€mosyngé is done.

The female chorus are accompanied by Panagiota Ponirou on the clarinet, and Maria
Malafi on the harp; all of them, students of the Department of Music Studies. The
music score was edited by Manolis Pissarakis. The chorus was coached by Nikos

Maliaras and Savvas Rakintzakis. The clappers were made by Spyros Zambelis.

The work is dedicated to Markos Dragoumis, who instilled in the composer the idea

that Homer might have been the first to pace his step to the Kalamatianos!
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